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Effectiveness and Cost Effectiveness of Chiropractic in NHS Settings, Patient and Use Perspectives.
Impact Integrated Medicine Partnership has a long history of integrated working with public institutions (such as the NHS). As a result of recent publications, such as the Darzi Report, there is an increasing requirement for organisations tp provide evidence of effectiveness, patient satisfaction and value for money when providing services for the public sector.

Previously, Impact has always provided outcome measures on all patients as well as patient satisfaction questionnaires. This year, Impact has embarked upon a pilot scheme in partnership with Radford Health Centre to treat a limited number of patients on referral from their GP. Each patient receives 6 interventions within the Radford Health Centre premises. They each complete outcome measures SF36 and MYMOP prior to their treatment regime along with a consent form for examination of their medical records.

On completion of treatment, they complete outcome measures again, a patient satisfaction questionnaire, a medical change questionnaire which examines changes to the amount of medication (prescriptive or otherwise) required, changes to frequency of GP visits and continuation or discontinuation of other medical treatment ie, physiotherapy.

Medical staff have agreed to examine patient records of completion of the pilot scheme, and again 3 months post completion, to note changes and then to cost these changes.
It is hoped that the pilot scheme will provide evidence of cost savings to the NHS for the patients under Impact and therefore, to encourage the wider uptake of chiropractic.
